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FROM THE DIRECTOR,  CLIFF  FRANCIS 
Welcome one and all to The Ghost Train. I very much hope you enjoy the ride.

There’s always an added pressure with the first play of  the new season, not just to entertain 
you tonight but to spark your interest in the varied other shows to follow in the season.

The Ghost Train was written by Arnold Ridley (known to those of  us at a certain minimum 
age as Private Godfrey from Dad’s Army) almost 100 years ago in 1923. It remains though a 
genre-defining classic and still rated, by persons far more knowledgeable than me, as one of  
the very best ghost stories ever staged.

It’s a much-loved and often-staged play, one that many of  you will likely have seen before. 
Briefly it tells the story of  a group of  strangers, stranded at a remote station in Cornwall on 
a cold, wet and spooky night. The group are informed that the station is haunted, and that 
local legend has it that a ghost train runs on the line and is due tonight!

Please be careful with any drinks, buckle up and enjoy the ride.

Cliff Francis | Director
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POSTER & PROGRAMMEPOSTER & PROGRAMME...................................John Cook, Clive Weatherley

It’s always lovely to welcome you to our theatre – but especially exciting when it’s the first 
play of  a brand new season. Autumn has always been a favourite season of  mine, and as the 
evenings draw in, what better time to settle in to watch this classic play?

Brought to us by the ever-busy Cliff Francis, this is a much-loved piece of  theatre written, as 
I’m sure you all know, by Arnold Ridley of  Dad’s Army fame.

Ridley’s story of  a group of  travellers stranded for the night in a remote Cornish station 
was inspired by his own experience of  a missed connection, while employed as an actor 
with the Birmingham Repertory Theatre Company. In his autobiography, he recalled an 
uncomfortable night spent at Mangotsfield Junction, near Bristol: “It was just about as 
lonely and gloomy a dump as one could imagine ... I was awoken by a Bristol-Birmingham 
express rip-roaring by with a flash of  lights and a scream of  whistle.” It gave him an idea: 
“Passengers stranded on a lonely station haunted by the shades of  other passengers killed in 
a smash. Why not the ghost of  the train itself ?”

Why not indeed? Written almost 100 years ago, it has been performed thousands of  times 
and is rightly considered a classic. I can’t think of  better way to start our season, so sit back, 
and get ready to ride The Ghost Train…

Simon Parr | Chairman, Barn Theatre Club
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COMING UP AT THE BARN
22nd – 25th October at 8pm
A hilarious but sinister suburban showdown in 
darkest Hertfordshire.
Demolition expert Ned lives in a nice new house on a nice new estate on 
the edge of  the English countryside. He loves his job, he loves barbecues, 
he loves car boot sales. Outwardly his life is entirely unremarkable. Not 
unlike his friend and neighbour Dale.

So why has he not slept a wink in six months? Why is he so terrified of  
his attractive wife Joy? And why is it every time he leaves on business, 
something else goes missing from his home? 

28th Oct – 5th Nov at 8pm 
You want two volunteers for Operation Certain 

Death? Yes, I think I have just the fellows.
Blackadder Goes Forth is the last series, the best written and best 
known. There are six episodes set in World War I and we will 

be choosing four of  them.

The situation comedy is ridiculous, the dialogue outstanding, 
and the characters overdrawn and challenging.

PLEASE TRY AND SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FRIENDS

1st - 5th November at 7.30pm 
Green Room Productions in Potters Bar present Young 

Frankenstein, the monster musical comedy from the 
creators of The Producers.

www.greenroomproductions.co.uk
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