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Walcoma to a vary spacial produciion from tha Barn, A rara avani inc

winan wa'ra ala to groduca a olay writian oy ona of our own, Parnags
known mosi widaly as a goz2t, Glyn Mazovll has also writian many scriois,

aad

lioraiii, novals and a numboar of vlays, including Th2 Lif2blood which has

oa2an orasaniad on voin sidas of tna Atlantic ovar tha last 21 yaars sinca iis

24

oramiara at tha rl2n and Chickans in London, In ¢
Mary Stuart, it givas a daiai

nistory.

ing with tha last days of

ad axamination of this fascinating oariod in our

Aitar all tha rials and irioulations of tha last two yaars it's a ¢

aol2 to coniinua our comanack s2ason wiknh a olay thai was awardad British

a
e

ignt to Ha

Imaaira Guida's ‘Bast Play’ on tha Edinourgn Fringa in 2004 - avan mora

axciting that it nas vaan diraciad oy iha auihor nimsalil

Sit vack inan, and sa2 for yoursalf iha story of 2

WOMan wno, naving vaan angagad to va marriad A
ai tha age of fiva, found harsalf tha viciim of olok,
couniar-olot and fighting for her lifa,
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Glyn Maxwall's latasi book of poatry, flow ine il2ll Ar2 You, was shorilisiad for
ina TS Eliot Priza of 2020, Pluio, ticd2 Mow, Tha M2rv2 and The Braakage wara
all nominatad for national awards, His voolclangin ooam Tim2’s Fool is in
davalogmant as a faature fili with Fox Sa2arcnlignt, In 2012 ha publishad On
Poziry, a gooular critical guideoook, and in 2016 iis fictional saqual, Drinks
with D2ael Pozis,

rlis olays includa Lig2riy (Snakaspaara’s Glove, 2008), The Only Girl in in2
World (Arcola, 2007), and The Lifzolood, wiich was British Theatre's 'Bast
Naw Play” ai tha Edinourgn Fringa in 2004, having oramiarad at tha Han and
Chickans in 2000, It was ravivad oy Phoanix Thaaira Ensamole in Naw York
City in 2008, Th2 82si Man was writk2n for Danny Swanson in 2000, and iis
ravival in tna viriual Wealwyn Drama Fastival of 2021, oarformacd on filim by
Danny, won Overall Winning Procuciion,

rla is also a lioratiist, in wnicn capacity Th2 Firawork Maker's Daugnizr (2013,
t0 02 stagad at tha Minack this surnmear) was nominatad for tha Oliviars, and
Moining (Glynd2oourna 2018) for tha Sky Ares Award, rlis naw lioretto for
Wagnar's The Flying Duichinan will 9ramiara and hava a national tour in the

augumn of tnis yaar,

During a tan-yaar spall in tha USA Glyn taught at Aimharst, Princaton,
Colurnbia and NYU, and in the Ui has taugni at the Univarsitias of Warwick,

me

r‘

5 ) and Goldsimitns, rl2 is curranily Flead of Studizs on tha MA at The
o2iry School ai Somarsat rlousa, rla was inis yaar's Chair of Jucdgas for tha T
S Eliot Prize,

rl2 was vorn and graw ug in Weabhwyn Gardan City, and stagad nis first

inraa olays in his oaranis’ gardan in Guassens Road, starring many Barn
lurninaries, in the surnmers of 1991, 1993 and 1995, rlis acting cradits at the
Barn stratch from A Farreat (Toad of Toad Hell, 1977) to Brick (Cai on ¢ rloi Tin
100f, 1939) 'ro DrWiIson (‘r:»rm Mover, 1993), wiich was direciad by nis mother
Bain, and featurad his laia faihear Jirn as Roald Amundsean...,
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Whan iha suojact of Mary Stuari was proposad to me, tha daiails that first siruck
ma ralatad to ina siranga rooims sha was coniinad in, thair unsaiiling gaomairy,
waird stairs and avar-diminishing spaca. A vaiy subtla slow Elizabathan tormani, As |
clalvad inio tha history | found tha Cariainiias: thai shawas Quaan of two countrias,
imorisonacd ancd vanaacad oy a third, that sha wrota poams and macla tagasirias
ancl nadl poor juclgmant of man, that sna was ganarous and rac-nairacl anc funiny
ancl nacl too opan a haart, Thai sha navar onca - unlika in tha movias - sat ayas
on Elizabain, though thair tomos lia sicle oy sicla tocay, And that ina royal lina thai
0assas iroim William tha Conquaror o litila Princa Gaorga Camoridga runs througn
nar ancl nar alona, Lifavloodl, inclaacl,

Andl I found tha Puzzlas: how many of tha many plois - Ridolfi, Caskat,
Throckinorion, Baoington - was sna actually involvacl in? Dicl sha know inai iha
‘dasign’ of Bavington and nhis doamad chuims was ina assassinaiion of har 'daar
sistar cuaan’ Elizabaih? How much of all this madnass and tragady dic sha bring on
narsali? Lika any olaywright facad with history, | grow my characiars froim what is
Known, ackel my sansa of now numans ara, daal in wnims and provaoiliiias, set thain
loosa in a spaca and saa what happans,

Wy varsa,

Ihe Lif2olood is writkan in olank varsa, thatis to say: unrnyimad pantamaiars or fiva-
o2ai linas, This isn't dona for raasons of nostalgia or lyricisim or trying to sound lika
tna ganilaman from Straiford, ii's dona to ¢raata a riiihm of lifa, a propulsion, It's

amatapnor for tha ragularitias in ina lifa of any craaiurs, in thair Elizaoathan aga or
ours: oraain, n2arivaai, fooifall, day and night, tha seasons, tha world turning,

I'had usad thai five-baat ling in 2arliar plays - lika tha onas wa did in the gardan in
Guassans Road (a fairyials, a dysiopian faniasy and a local lagand) - bui than | triad

B

it in a moclarn satiing, for Broken Journay, wiich was siagad hara in 1996, and than for



this, a 'raalisiic’ history play, so | could voica anciani characiars and gygona times in
tna ryinims of modarn spaach,

Wiy now,

In praciical iarms, vacausa my canianary WGC play Ciiy of Tomorrow was scupparad
oy tha pandaimic thraa waaks into ranaarsals, and ine Canianary passad, and ihara
was a siill a slot to fill!

In more alavaiad tarms, | raad The Lif2olood and fali i stood ug vary well, If anyining,
ii. fali mora ralavant than 20 yaars ago, A lot has happanad io England - not Britain,
Englemd - in tha 1ast faw yaars, Most of it sacldans ma, And would coniand that

any olay about iha laia 15th caniury thai’s writian (anc rawritian) in tha 2arly 21si
caniury is a play agoui tha laitar, | faal I'va dapiciad a Mary who's not 3o far from the
nistorical racord = mosi of nar vasi linas in tha Trial in Act 1Y, for axaimpla, ara liierally
whai sha said thai day in Faoruary 1587 and | jusi varsifiad ihaim - and yai sha is
also, for ma, an axprassion of a cariain kind of timalass spirii; nopaiul, ganarous,
marciiul, full of joiz-cl2-vivrz, Tha England that iriumonad locaias iis prica in a sirain
inai vagins with Good Quaan Bass and the Emoira, tha Island P2ople who rulad the
Wavas, Wa know whai soma of thasa impulsas swallad to bacoima, and aqually what
tnayva roiiad into in racani yaars, And now wa also know whati it i3 to hava gross
duplicity and dacait anshrinad in high offica, As Mary said, in lif2 as wall as in The
Lifoloodk,

Anel if ner word mz2dins noining, on wici grotnds dr2 any of you sianding?

( N Foriy=nina out of 50 judgas at Foiharingnay found
Mary Stuari guilty and seni har to har deaih, as
tnay'd vaan praity much commancad to, Tha oithar
ong, a young insignificant varon callacl Echwaid 1a
Zoucng, dissaniad, said na was unconvincad of har
guilt, How staggaringly orava, Ha didn’t maka it into
tha play bui ha makeas it into this piaca,

Glyn Macawall, Aoiril 2022
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Wa ara happy to ba walcoming tha WDF onea again, s
thair 87th yaar andl thay providla a wondarful wask of
aniertaining, dramatic compatition, Thara are two or thrag
short (ong-act) plays aach nignt, Teams must adnara to the
fastival rulas and will ba awardad marks by a profassional
adjuclicator for acting, procluction, staga prasantation and

ramatic acniavarmant,
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